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GNANGARA MOUND — WATER EXTRACTION 

915. Hon Alison Xamon to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Water 

I refer to water extraction from the Gnangara Mound, and ask —  

(1) What is the current status of the Gnangara Mound groundwater bore monitoring, metering and 
compliance project? 

(2) How much has the Gnangara Mound groundwater bore monitoring project cost (please provide detailed 
costs including staffing, communications, hardware, water user support, analysis and compliance 
activity)? 

(3) How many meters have been installed for each of the three years of the project? 

(4) What volumes of water were metered users licensed to extract? 

(5) How many of those licensed and metered users have extracted less water than their water allocation 
licence? 

(6) How many of those licensed and metered users extracted a volume of water equal to their allocation 
licence? 

(7) How many of those licensed and metered users extracted more water than their allocation licence? 

(8) For the categories of user referred to in (5) to (7), please provide total volumes of water extracted 
during, —  

(a) 2006-07; 
(b) 2007-08; and 
(c) 2008-09? 

(9) What was the total volume of water extracted by licensed and metered consumptive users above their 
allocation licence across the period the project has been in operation? 

(10) If the users referred to in (9) were required to pay for the water they extracted above their licence 
allocation at the rate paid by average public consumers of drinking water in the Perth metropolitan area, 
how much would this amount be? 

(11) Has the Department of Water issued any warnings, fines or prosecutions stemming from the metering 
project findings? 

(12) If yes to (11), —  

(a) how many warnings, fines, and prosecutions have been issued for the years 2006-07, 2007-08 
and 2008-09; 

(b) what volumes of water were identified for each breach; and 

(c) what value of fines, costs and prosecutions have been issued and recovered from users who 
have used more water than their water allocation licence? 

(13) If no to (11), why not? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

The Department of Water has provided the following response: 

(1) The Gnangara Mound metering and monitoring project began in earnest in  

March 2005. As at 1 August 2009 over 1,000 meters have been installed on the Gnangara Mound. 

(2) To 30 June 2009, since its commencement in 2005, the Gnangara Mound Metering Project has cost a 
total of $6,560,687.  The breakdown of expenditure is provided is as follows:  

Metering staffing costs $1,876,342 
Communications and water user support $ 42,080 
Hardware $3,838,855 
Analysis and Compliance Activity $ 803,410 

(3) Since March 2005 the following number of meters has been installed: 

113 meters in 2005  
203 meters in 2006  
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293 meters in 2007  
321 meters in 2008 and  
148 meters in 2009 to date.   

(4) Meters have been installed on licensed draw points across twenty subareas of the Gnangara Mound with 
annual licensed entitlements between 5,000 and 500,000 kilolitres per annum. 

(5) The total number of licensees which used less than the licensed water allocation during this period 
is 620.  

(6) The total number of licensees which used equal or within 5% of the licensed water allocation during 
this period is 28.  

(7) The total number of licensees which used over the licensed water allocation during this period is 228.  

(8)  (a) 

2006/07 Total Within 5% of licence 
allocation 

Under 
(kL) 

Over (kL) 

Total licensed allocation 
(kL) 

10,660,592 515,500 6,714,632 3,945,960 

Total metered usage (kL)   9,375,314 428,340 3,995,213 5,380,101 

(b) 

2007/08 Total Within 5% of licence 
allocation 

Under 
(kL) 

Over (kL) 

Total licensed allocation 
(kL) 

14,352,288 674,700 8,276,668 6,075,620 

Total metered usage (kL) 14,651,279 669,885 3,829,202 10,822,077 

(c) 

2008/09 Total Within 5% of licence 
allocation 

Under (kL) Over (kL) 

Total licensed allocation 
(kL) 

17,757,220 1,791,675 12,681,380 5,075,840 

Total metered usage (kL) 13,393,423 1,757,562   6,085,195 7,308,228 

(9) For the duration of the metering project, the total kL of water that has been extracted in excess of 
licensed allocations is: 

2006-07 — 1,434,141 
2007-08 — 4,746,457 
2008-09 — 2,232,388 

Over the term of the project, the total metered use was 87%of the total licensed allocation. 

(10) The Water Corporation currently charges public consumers of drinking water extracting 
over 950kL/year at a rate of 166.1c/kL which covers the cost of infrastructure, treatment and 
distribution.   

Bore users pay for their own infrastructure and supply costs. 

However, if licensed bore users were required to pay this rate, the amounts would be: 

2006-07 — 1,434,141 x 166.1 = $2,382,108.20 
2007-08 — 4,746,457 x 166.1 = $7,883,865.07 
2008-09 — 2,232,388 x 166.1 = $3,707,996.46 

(11) The initial focus of the project was not compliance but to obtain accurate information of licensed water 
use between 5,000 and 500,000 kilolitres per annum .  

The Department of Water has issued warning letters.   

(12) (a)  For the 2006-2007 water year, 51 formal warning letters were issued.  For the 2008-2009 water 
year, 116 warning letters are being sent to licensees..  

(b) [See paper 1139.] 
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(c) There has been no money collected.  

(13) As the initial focus of the project is not compliance, no infringements have been issued to date. 
 


